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General Meeting 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting Location: 

4619 69th Street North 
St. Petersburg, FL  

          PROGRAM 

Chris Arbutine, second generation owner of Silver Queen 

in Clearwater, will talk about the huge amethyst            

cathedral that greets visitors and customers. 

If you won something at a previous raffle, bring something to share!  If your last name 

starts with M - to - Z, please bring goodies to our meeting to share.  Thank You! 
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Board Members and Appointed Positions 

Joe Cooper, President  .... .  317-775-5476  

Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Susan Biel, Vice President   .. ..  315-380-7037  

Email:  Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Eric Odegaard, Treasurer .  .. ..  727-333-5668  

Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Gerri Groves, Recording Secretary   
727-656-0322  
Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Dan Stefanski, Corresponding Secretary ..         

734-216-6855   

Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Pat Davis, Past President ..  .. ..  .727-323-2147  

Email: Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Dave Watson, Director .. 727-541-2917  

Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Richard Buton, Director ..  ..  ..  ... ..  570-592-6562 

 Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Sandy Theisz, Director .  ...  ..  ..  ... ..  727-686-1209  
Email: Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

Bill (William) Schmidt, Facilities..  727-657-0998  

Email: SGAMSgemshow@gmail.com  

Donna Sapp, Membership.  ..  ..  .. .  727-420-0383  

Email: DSapp43@yahoo.com  

Deborah Bremer, Webmaster…….... 727-298-0061  

Email: dbremerslapidary@yahoo.com  

Bill (William) Schmidt, Show Chair.. 727-657-0998  

Email: SGAMSgemshow@gmail.com  

Sandy Theisz, Dealer Chair. . …....  727-686-1209  

Email: sgams2020@gmail..com  

JoAnn Knoss, Dinner Committee..  727-914-4569  

Email: sgams2020@gmail.com    

 

President’s Message: 

 

Here we are at the holiday season already. Thanksgiving is just around the corner 

and in the blink of an eye it’s Christmas. Please remember the annual Christmas 

holiday dinner will be next month’s meeting. There will be a signup sheet at the 

club house. I look forward to seeing all my friends and fellow club members there. 

 

I would like to thank Susan and Rick in advance for all their work on the yard/ jewelry 

sale. Our first yard sale / jewelry sale of the year will be on Saturday, the 9th of 

November at 10:00. As usual we still have lot of repairs going on at the clubhouse. 

All help is greatly appreciated. 

 

See you soon. 

 

Joseph Cooper, President     
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SUNCOSAT GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 

GENERAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 17, 2019 

Meeting called to order by President Joe Cooper at 7:0  0 p.m  .Secretary’s re-

port-a motion by Susan Biel to approve the minutes as printed in the Rock-a-

Gram was approved.  Treasurer’s report-Eric Odegaard is not available, report is 

put on hold until Eric submits the report..  Show meeting will be Oct 24th at 

7:00p.m.  Education committee- Bill Schmidt held a class on the proper use of 

the saws on Sat. Oct 12th.  New Business-Yard Sale on Sat. Nov. 9th. Need peo-

ple for set-up and cleanup, also will need cashiers. Yard sale will open at 9:00 

a.m. for members and 10:00 a.m. for everyone else. There will also be tables for 

people that want to sell some of their merchandise.   Program-how to make 

rubber molds for lost wax casting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by  Gerri Groves secretary  

 

MANY thanks to Bill Schmidt for spending a whole afternoon enlightening some of our of 

our shop moderators on the intricacies of our saws. Bill explained about the different kinds 

of saws, blades and lubricants. He provided specific instruction on each of the saws in our 

shop. But probably the most valuable part was having him there to troubleshoot problems 

that arose as the group tried out what they had learned about operating these machines.  

 

"Thank you" is also in order to our shop moderators Linda Taylor, Rick Bunton, Irene 

Muench who took the time to avail themselves of Bill’s vast knowledge. He truly is a store-

house of information! 

We Came, We “Saw,” We Trained  
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SUNCOSAT GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 

GENERAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 17, 2019 

Meeting called to order by President Joe Cooper at 7:00 p.m. 

Secretary’s report-a motion by Susan Biel to approve the minutes as printed in 

the Rock-a-Gram was approved. 

Treasurer’s report-Eric Odegaard is not available, report is put on hold until Eric 

submits the report. 

Show meeting will be Oct 24th at 7:00p.m.  

Education committee- Bill Schmidt held a class on the proper use of the saws 

on Sat. Oct 12th. 

New Business-Yard Sale on Sat. Nov. 9th. Need people for set-up and cleanup, 

also will need cashiers. Yard sale will open at 9:00 a.m. for members and 10:00 

a.m. for everyone else. There will also be tables for people that want to sell 

some of their merchandise.  

Program-how to make rubber molds for lost wax casting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Gerri Groves , secretary  

 

 
Rockd.org 

This geology app  lets you find minerals or fossils 

you can find in your area.  Also lets you record your 

own finds and nearby geologic attractions. 
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SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.    

49TH ANNUAL 

GEM, MINERAL & JEWELRY  SHOW AND SALE 

MARCH 6, 7 & 8TH 2020 

FRIDAY – 1 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

SATURDAY – 10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY – 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.                                                                                                        

***NEW LOCATION***BANQUET MASTERS                                                                                        

13355 49TH ST. N.                                                                                             

CLEARWATER, FL 

WIRE WRAPPING, SILENT AUCTION 

CABOCHON & GEM CUTTING 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING                                                                                                                                                              

DIAMONDS, EMERALDS, RUBIES, BEADS                                                                                                                                

14K GOLD, ROUGH STONE & SLABS 

FREE PARKING 

DONATION: $5 ADULT- GOOD FOR ALL THREE DAYS 

CHILDREN UNDER 6 FREE; 

STUDENTS WITH PARENTS OR I.D. CARD  $4 

WE ARE A LOCAL NON -PROFIT CLUB 

  WWW.SGAMS.COM  LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

$1.00 OFF ADULT ADMISSION WITH THIS AD; LIMIT 1 PER PERSON 

 

http://www.sgams.com/
http://www.sgams.com/
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SMILE!   

SGAMS is now an approved non-profit organization for Amazon Smile! That means that when you 
place an order on Amazon the club gets a small percentage of your purchase price.  

 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organ-

ization of your choice….SGAMS!  Start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Simply go 

to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also 
want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shop-
ping at AmazonSmile. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 

How do I select SGAMS to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select SGAMS  to receive dona-
tions from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, 
and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on Ama-
zonSmile? 

Sorry, donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER MEETING 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 19 

PO’ FOLKS RESTAURANT 

2002 34TH ST N ST PETERSBURG 

 

CONTACT JOANN KNOSS, 727-914-4569 (H), 305-304-7298 (C) OR 

jknoss@yahoo.com TO LET HER KNOW YOU’RE COMING, OR SIGN 

UP AT THE MEETING. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
http://amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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Some links to help you keep track of upcoming shows: 
 
http://www.rockngem.com/ http://www.jewelryshowguide.net/ 

Other Web Sites: 
 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies web site is at: http://www.amfed.org 
. 

American Lands Access Association: www.amlands.org 

 

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies Website at: http://www.amfed.org/sfms 
. 

National Park Foundation:  www.nationalparks.org/explore-parks 
. 

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society: www.canaveral-mgs.com 
. 

Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society: www.cfmgs.org 
. 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society: www.bonevalley.net 

Pinellas Geological Society: www.pgs.rocks 

 

Tampa Bay Fossil Club: www.tampabayfossilclub.com  

 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club: www.tampabayrockclub.com 

. 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds of Hernando County: www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com 
. . 

Our Web Site: 
http://www.sgams.com/ 
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE 

ALL OUR MEMBERSHIP TO VISIT AND PATRONIZE THEIR BUSINESSES.  

Are you a member of SGAMS, and 

want to promote your business? 

Place Your Ad Here. 

Clubhouse Class Schedules  

CABBING:     Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm  Wednesdays,  12 to 4pm  

                                           TBD                                                      Larry Murry      727-686-1314 

FACETING/WIREWRAPPING:        Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm                                                                                                                             

         Dave Watson       (727) 541-2917                                                                                          

          or sgams2020@gmail.com  

SILVER SMITHING:     Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm and Saturdays 1 to 5 pm                                                                                       

Joe Cooper   317-775-5476                                                                                                       

or sgams2020@gmail.com                                                                                                 

Contact Instructors, if interested in following classes:  

FUSED GLASS: Julia Larson (727) 410-3781 glassgal0947@gmail.com  

GEM TREES:  Jerri Heer (419) 344-9999  or jheerx6@aol.com                                                                    

 

WAX CASTING: Joe Cooper (317) 775-5476,  sgams2020@gmail.com 

  

Cost for classes (except Faceting and Wax Casting) is $3.00 per hour, or any portion 

thereof, plus any additional supplies.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

*Please contact instructor to set up start date and schedule.  Each class has minimum 

number of  students needed to start a class. 
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Upcoming Shows: 

November 23 and 24, 2019 

December 6, 7, and 8, 2019 Withlacoochee 

Rockhounds, Inc. Hudson, FL 

www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/ 

January 10, 11, and 12, 2020 Pinellas 

Geological Society, Inc. Largo Cultural 

Center, Largo, FL www.PGS.Rocks 

February 22, 2020 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society 

Lakeland, FL 

www.bonevalley.net March 

6, 7, and 8, 2020 

Tampa Bay Fossil Club 

www.tampabayfossilclub.com 

 

 

Suncoast Gem and Mineral Society                  
49th annual show                                                               
NEW Location:  Banquet Masters                         
13355 49th St. N.  Clearwater Fl 33762                                    
March 6, 7, and 8 2020 

FEDERATION NEWS                

American Federation of             

Mineralogical Societies                

www.AMFED.org, AFMS 

2019-20 Regional Federation        

Shows and Conventions  

June 25-28, 2020 

 Lodi, CA  

Rocky Mountain  

Federation 

 Date TBD  

       Big Piney, WY  

Eastern Federa-

tion                                                                

 March, 2020   

       Monroe, NY                                                                                                 

South Central  

Federation  

AR, LA, TX  

TBA 

 Midwest            

Federation   

TBA                                                                    

Southeast                        

Federation   

TBA 

Northwest Federation   

TBA  

  

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

West  Palm Beach, FL 33411 

www.gemandmineralsociety.org 

California  Federa-

tion CA, HI, NV  
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ROCK-A-GRAM  

This is the official newsletter of the SUNCOAST GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. P.O. Box 13254, St. Peters-

burg, Florida 33733-3254  

This Society is a member of the SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF   

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC., and its parent society, the AMERICAN  

FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC  

The general purpose of this society is to promote popular interest in education and research in the earth sci-

ences and lapidary arts, and to cooperate with other similar organizations  

General Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month,   

September through April at 7:00 p.m., at our clubhouse, 4619 69th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL.  De-

cember and May meetings are special meetings and a time and place will be announced in this bulletin.  

The public is cordially invited to attend the general membership meetings.  

Dues:  $20.00 single or $30.00 couple/family; due annually each  September  

Feel  free  to  copy  any  material  from  this  bulletin,  but please list all byline credits  

Webmaster 
(Website)Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Deborah Bremer 
Email: dbremerslapidary@yahoo.com 
Phone: (727) 298-0061 
www.SGAMS.com 

  Facilities 
(Building Supervisor)—Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Bill Schmidt 
Email: SGAMSGemShow@gmail.com 
Phone: (727) 657-0998 
P.O. Box 13254, St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3254 

Membership Committee 
(Membership)—Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Donna Sapp 
Email: DSapp43@yahoo.com 
Phone: (727) 420-0383 
3200 74th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL  33702 

  Dinner Committee 
(Club Dinners)—Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
JoAnn Knoss 
Email: sgams2020@gmail.com 
Phone: (727) 914-4569 
P.O. Box 13254, St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3254 

Show Committee 
(Show Chair)—Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Bill Schmidt 
Email: SGAMSGemShow@gmail.com 
Phone: (727) 657-0998 
P.O. Box 13254, St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3254 

  Dealer Contact 
(Dealer Chair)—Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Sandy Theisz 
Email: sgams2020@gmail.com 
Phone: (727) 686-1209 
P.O. Box 13254, St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3254 

  

  

 

 

Clubhouse Activities 
September - May 

Board Meeting: 
(September - May) 

First Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 

General Meeting: 
(September - May) Third 

Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 

. 

  Clubhouse Activities 
Year Round 

Cab Room: 

Clubhouse Open: 

Tuesdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

And 

Wednesdays 12:00- 4:00 
p.m. 

  

 

 

Clubhouse Activities 
Year Round 

Silver Room: 

Clubhouse Open: 

Tuesdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

And   

Saturdays 1:00– 5:00 p.m. 

  Clubhouse Activities 
Year Round 

Faceting: 

By Appointment: 

Tuesdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m, 

Lost Wax Casting: 

By Appointment: 

Friday pm and Saturday 

  


