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Volume 71,  No. 1   Page 1  May 2022  

Dear SGAMS Members, 

As I begin my term to serve you as the President of SGAMS, for 2022-2023, an honor that I do not take 

lightly, I would like to share with you my initial SGAMS experience.  

I joined SGAMS in 2016 through the kindness of three members: one who told me about the Club and 

the meeting date, telling me to ask for two of her friends when I got there: Helen Tatum and I think the 

other woman was named Barbara?? When the meeting ended, I hadn’t brought money and so I said I 

would join next meeting - when these two dear women I just met each handed me ten dollars! Now 

how is that for a welcome to The Club!?!?  I paid them back through our mutual friend, and thus, a spe-

cial beginning to a special part of my life – being a member of The Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society of 

St Petersburg!  

From the start, I joined in on what I could, such as cleanup workdays, set up for the yard sale, and pre-

paring for the annual show. I experienced such comradery working beside other members whose 

love for our shared hobby and SGAMS bonded us. When I was asked to be Vice President I didn’t hes-

itate; I found the role very rewarding – setting up programs to entertain and educate at each meeting. 

I was really thrilled when the role of Editor for the Rock-A-Gram became available - truly is a passion 

of mine and again I try to seek entertaining and educational articles to keep everyone interested and 

engaged.  

There are so many things to engage all members of SGAMS – do you remember when you checked 

the box on the application for the activities that you would be interested in when you joined? Well, get 

ready because this year I hope to tap into everyone to be part of and FEEL part of SGAMS! I want you 

to feel the same enthusiasm I did and do, and to feel that you too are an important and valued member 

of the club. The club needs your energy, whether it is physical, mental or emotional, to keep it moving 

forward and vibrantly into the future.  

And so, my thank you to all for electing me as President. Please know that I am open to all suggestions 

and concerns. I want to inspire in all of you the comradery that drew me in and I welcome all who are 

new to SGAMS and I hope that you too are sparked with enthusiasm and are enriched by your mem-

bership with us. 

Best regards,  

Susan Biel 

President 
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HERE ARE THE OPPORTUNITIES!!! PLEASE “ANSWER THE  

                       KNOCK”! 

 

 

 

This year I hope to focus on involving more young people and families by creating activities that 

will stimulate a lifetime interest in our hobby. To this end, I am asking all members to think 

about what got them interested when they were young, and what has kept their interest.  

Anyone who has had (or wants to have) experience in teaching and involving youth with our 

club, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work over the Summer to have 

something ready for our first meeting in September (even if we have to do it over the computer 

because you are out of town – that’s doable!) 

I would also like to revive the Field Trip Committee – I know that several of you are experienced 

rockhounds and really know some great places that would be achievable from this area. This is 

an activity requiring great planning around weather, accommodations, and transportation. 

Please let me know if you can help to make this a part of SGAMS again.  

~~ and remember that saying, “many hands make for light work” - the more people who volun-

teer even a little bit of time adds up when we all pool our time and our talents! Please make that 

commitment— to make our Club the very best experience it can be for everyone!  

~ Susan Biel, President 
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Officers, Directors and Appointed Positions for 2022-23 

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:  
SGAMS CORRESPONDENCE THROUGH EMAIL BLASTS WILL NOW 
COME FROM PAT DAVIS FROM: SGAMS2020@GMAIL.COM—SET THIS AS 
A CONTACT IN YOUR EMAIL SO YOU DON’T MISS ANYTHING! 
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SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 5, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 710 by incoming president Susan Biel. Attending in person were Susan, Pat Davis, Kelly Nolen, 

Breta McGuire; attending via conference call were Debbie Hamilton and Pat Church. 

Board member email addresses for publication in the newsletter and web site was discussed. Susan suggested each board member 

set up an email address specifically for this purpose. 

Susan checked applications to identify members who indicated willingness to help with building maintenance. A meeting of these 

individuals will be scheduled in the near future to decide what needs to be done and how best to handle it. Pat Church wanted to 

remind everyone that reimbursements to individual members is no longer allowed. All orders must go through her to be charged 

on the club account or paid by club check. 

Education:  Sue Hazelden, Pat Davis and Julia Larson will have a club table at a science program at the Lutheran Church of the Cross 

Day School on May 13. The program will be repeated at Holy Family Catholic Church middle school on May 25. Susan noted we are 

in need to an education chair to coordinate educational activities, especially for children. A suggestion was made to have some-

thing for members’ children to do, perhaps outside, while adults are in the meeting. 

Show:  Contracts for the 2023 show will go out in August. Breta has agreed to be the dealer chair, assisted by Pat Davis.  Also need-

ed is a co-chair to assist Bill Schmidt. A planning session will be scheduled sometime in June. 

Communication/social media/outreach coordinator is needed as well. Someone who knows Facebook and the web site would be a 

huge asset to the club.  Membership:  A more user-friendly member spreadsheet needs to be developed. 

Facilities & equipment: A suggestion was made to have a whiteboard in the main room where needs can be posted.   

Old business:  Julia reported on air conditioning in main building and cab room. The technician recommended just letting it go until 

it stops working, as parts to repair these units are not readily available due to the age of the units and supply chain issues. 

New business:  The annual audit needs to be conducted sometime after the end of the club fiscal year, June 30.  Susan suggested 

making a copy of the by-laws for each board member, to be given at the installation dinner next month. 

The meeting was adjourned at 825 pm. 

Submitted by Julia Larson, Recording Secretary 
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NOTICE: 

MAY is the last month for our Club Meeting Year, and when the Annual Installation Dinner for the 
newly elected Officers and Board Members is held.  

THIS THURSDAY MAY 19TH IS OUR ANNUAL DINNER -  

PLEASE CONTACT JOANN KNOSS TO  

R.S.V.P  MONDAY, MAY 16TH AT THE LATEST  

SO SHE CAN GIVE THE RESTAURANT A HEADCOUNT 

The dinner will be held at: 

  Pinellas Grill, 9711 66th St. N, Pinellas Park  

in the Southland Plaza on the east side of 66th St.  

 

The menu can be reached through this link: https://pinellasgrill.com/ 

Dinner reservations are for 6:00 p.m. The Installation Ceremony of the Officers and Directors will 
follow.  

 

 JOANN KNOSS —-  JKNOSS@YAHOO.COM   OR (727) 238-8345 

 

SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY Inc. 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 21, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm by Pat Davis, filling in for Kelly Nolen. 

The minutes of the previous meetings were accepted as published. Pat Church gave the treasurer’s report, which was accepted to 

be filed for audit. 

Joann Knoss reported the May end of year dinner meeting will be held May 19 at the Pinellas Grill & Bar, 9711 66th St N. Please let 

JoAnn know no later than May 17 if you plan to attend. Installation of officers for the 2022-23 year will be installed. 

Dave Watson reported that the breezeway door needs to be replaced. He will get some estimates for this and will work with the 

building committee to take care of this over the summer. 

Susan Biel, incoming president, suggested scheduling some cleanup days for both inside and outside the clubhouse. 

Pursuant to the by-laws, since all incoming board positions are unopposed, the slate of officers was declared elected. 

The business portion of the meeting was adjourned and the auction followed. Sue Hazelden was the auctioneer.  

Submitted by Julia Larson, Recording Secretary 
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In the Delaware River Valley of Pennsylvania there is a wonder 
of nature—lava beds full of rocks that when struck produce 
sounds similar to church bells and chimes! This phenomena is a 
result of the high pressure the lava was under when it formed, 
making the rocks “lithophonic” - as you can hear if you follow 
this link to the youtube video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBiVt1pKnAQ 

Two of the areas where these ringing rocks are accessible to 
the public are Pottsgrove, Montgomery County, PA, and Ringing Rocks County Park, in Bucks 
County.  Sadly many of the rocks have been damaged by hammers over the years.  

 

Thanks to Patricia Church for sending me an article on The Ringing Rocks!  Photo Credit—Wiki Commons 

 

Julia Larson sent me an article on the  

Bon Ami “Glow In The Dark Mine”  

that piqued my interest as to what Bon Ami had to do with a mine?? 

I am sure that many of you are very familiar with this can with the lit-
tle yellow chick—a common household cleaning product for decades! 

There is a special reason for its slogan “hasn’t scratched yet” as the 
cleaning powder is made from feldspar, a softer, less abrasive polishing 
agent than silica quartz used in most other products.  

In 1924 the company opened a mine for feldspar in Little Switzerland, 
North Carolina.  No longer producing cleaning powder, the walls of this 
former mine are lined with a type of opal called hyalite, and  although 

this glass like stone is colorless, when exposed to Ultra Violet light, it glows a brilliant and fluo-
rescent green (hmmm, anyone else remembering last month’s story on JaLo’s diamond???) And 
what a spectacular setting for a glowing wonder— the soaring 50 foot walls and ceilings of an 
old mine!  

Emerald Village is also the home of the North Carolina Mining Museum, DIY Gem Mining and this 
cluster of attractions is open daily from April until October, but the wonderous hour long black-
light tour is only offered ten days per year.  

https://www.emeraldvillage.com/ 

Thank you Julia for the information!  

 

 

Photo from Wiki.commons of hyalite when exposed to UV light.  

FUN FACTS! 
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RECOGNITION AND THANK YOU 
 
As you can tell, my theme for 2022-23 is VOLUNTEERING! 
 
I want to take the opportunity to thank some of the people who keep SGAMS rolling with their 
ongoing volunteering of their time and more:  
Joe Cooper for his generosity in allowing the use of his own tools and especially the sharing of 
his knowledge in silversmithing and casting;  
Dave Watson for his equal talents and involvement in teaching faceting and wire wrapping;  
Larry Murray for his faithful devotion to Moderating and Teaching in the cab room each week; 
Bill Schmidt for his incredible knowledge of all things mechanical and keeping the clubhouse and 
the machines going – plus the management of the Annual Show;  
Debbie Bremer, our behind the scenes webmaster;  
Donna Sapp our Membership Chair and Greeter;  
Pat Davis – the Wearer of Many Hats and Bearer of Many Ideas, who kept us buoyed throughout 
the Pandemic!  
Pat Church our Treasurer who keeps our books and faithfully drives many miles to attend to club 
needs;  
Julia Larson, Recording Secretary, for capturing all that talking into intelligible minutes!! 
Jim Peck—a special thank you—the fence is “impeck-ably”, sparkly clean!!!  
Sue Hazelden—for the sharing of your vast knowledge and time; 
Joann Knoss as our “Hostess with the Mostest” Dinner Committee Chair and our  
Past President Kelly Nolen, thank you for your leadership this past year.  
 
 
~~~ AND MY THANKS AGAIN TO EACH AND EVERY PERSON WHO WORKED TO MAKE OUR SHOW 
SUCCESSFUL, BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER!  

Ancient legends about the Norse sailors told of a magical gem that they used to guide their ships 
by sunlight, even when the sun was covered in clouds! This legendary gem, also known as Thor’s 
Hammer, or Sunstone has been determined by modern day scientists to have 
been calcite crystals that provided highly accurate compass readings!  
  

Thanks to Pat Davis for this contribution! 
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SMILE with 

 A GREAT WAY TO SHOP AND HELP SGAMS AT THE SAME TIME!!  

ARE YOU AN AMAZON PRIME MEMBER? DO YOU SHOP OFTEN USING AMAZON.COM? 

SGAMS is an approved non-profit organization for Amazon Smile!  

That means that when you place an order on Amazon the club gets a small percentage of your 
purchase price. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
charitable organization of your choice….SGAMS!  

Start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. Simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web brows-
er on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to 
smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. You 
can even start shopping in the regular Amazon website, then sign into smile. Amazon.com and it 
will pick up right where you were!  

FAQS:   Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  

How do I select SGAMS to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?  

On your first visit to AmazonSmile [smile.amazon.com], you need to select: 

 SUNCOAST GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY in the drop down menu. 

— as your chosen non profit to receive donations from your eligible purchases, before you begin 
shopping.  

Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile?  

Sorry, donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you.  
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SGAMS EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION: BY SUE HAZELDEN  

“The Lutheran Church of the Cross Day School asked SGAMS if they could put an exhibit in their 
LCC Day School Science Spectacular, Friday 13th May. 

Somehow in a short amount of time, Julia Larson, Pat Davis & myself, put together a display of 
11 minerals, and some of the items, showing what is made from the minerals. We needed two 
tables for the display, but it was a little crowded. Pat made a very nice tri fold to showcase the 
things that our club can do. She also made 2 neat signs with the words "What's the big deal 
about minerals? We use them every day!" Which I though was neat. We had a quick trial run 
through at the clubhouse on Tuesday, to figure where everything went, and then it was show-
time! 

We were in an a large auditorium, and there were about 10 or 11 other organizations there also, 
which were very interesting. At 8.30 am we did great setting up in only about 20 
minutes!  (Thanks to our trial run.) Then there were children coming through for the next two 
hours, from kindergarten on up. We were told that there would be over 500 children in all. 

They were very interested in the rocks, wanting to touch them, which was OK. and we explained 
about the minerals and the things that were made with them. At the end of the table we had 
some small tumbled stones which each child was allow to select one before moving on. 

One young man proclaimed that our exhibit was the best in the room!”                             

Many thanks to Julia Larson, Pat Davis and Sue Hazelden for this excellent educational presentation about our 
club!  

 

Sue Hazelden on left, Pat Davis in background  

The Ladies In  

Pink,  

with their 

Pink Rocks from 

SGAMS!  

Sue shocked the kids by telling them 

that they eat rocks — salt!!  
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SGAMS OFFERINGS FOR MEMBERS — 
 
Our club offers shop time to its members at a cost of $3.00 per hour or any part of the hour. Classes 
are open shop with a monitor to provide assistance as needed. 
In cabbing, participants will learn the basics of cutting, forming, and polishing a simple cabochon. 
Faceting is the art of cutting and polishing angled faces on a gemstone; this class is at a cost of $65.00 
and the student will cut and polish one round brilliant stone.   
Wire wrapping basic class allows you to set precious and semi-precious gemstones into simple metal 
frameworks made out of copper, silver, gold, and other materials. 
Silversmithing class is to help with foundational silversmithing skills and finishing suitable for the nov-
ice or those with limited experience. 
Wax casting is a $50.00 class which includes one 3 inch flask, in two sessions, which involve investing 
spruced trees in preparation for the burnout process and then melting and pouring into the remaining 
cavity to produce the cast pieces. Finishing of the cast pieces is minimal and participants are encour-
aged to attend the Silversmithing Lab if they wish help in this last stage. 
SEE PAGE 11 FOR CLASS SCHEDULING AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE INSTRUCTORS.  
 
 

FOLLOW THESE LINKS TO UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION: 
  
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies web site is at: http://www.amfed.org  

American Lands Access Association: www.amlands.org  

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies                 www.southeastfed.org  

National Park Foundation:  www.nationalparks.org/explore-parks  

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society: www.canaveral-mgs.com  

Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society: www.cfmgs.org  

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society: www.bonevalley.net  

Tampa Bay Fossil Club: www.tampabayfossilclub.com   

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club:    http://www.tampabayrockclub.org/ 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds of Hernando County: www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com  

An amazing resource is the website: https://geology.com — a wealth of information on geology, rocks, 

minerals, volcanoes, etc. ; maps, and geology products for sale.. .  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Web Site:  http://www.sgams.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE ALL OUR MEM-

BERSHIP TO VISIT AND PATRONIZE THEIR BUSINESSES.   

Clubhouse Class Schedules  - By Reservation Only 

CABBING:  Thursdays  12 to 4pm    Larry Murray     (727) 686-1314    

Must receive TEXT request by Tuesday Evening   

Saturday Cab Shop hours are suspended until further notice.  

FACETING/WIREWRAPPING:        Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm                                                                

Dave Watson       727-541-2917   or  sgams2020@gmail.com                                                                                

SILVER SMITHING:     Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm and Saturdays 1 to 5 pm                                                         

Joe Cooper   317-775-5476    or    sgams2020@gmail.com                                                              

 

WAX CASTING: By Reservation, announced by Email Blast to All Members  

 Joe Cooper   317-775-5476    or sgams2020@gmail.com                                                              

ROCK-A-GRAM   

This is the official newsletter of the SUNCOAST GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. , 4619 69th St. N. 

St. Petersburg, FL 33709* This Society is a member of the SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL 

SOCIETIES, INC., and its parent society, the AMERICAN  FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC . 

The general purpose of this society is to promote popular interest in education and research in the earth 

sciences and lapidary arts, and to cooperate with other similar organizations.  General Meetings are held 

the third Thursday of each month, September through April at 7:00 p.m., at our clubhouse, 4619 69th Street 

North, St. Petersburg, FL.  December and May meetings are special meetings and a time and place will be 

announced in this bulletin.  The public is cordially invited to attend the general membership meetings.  

Dues:  $20.00 single or $30.00 couple/family; due annually each  September. *[the club no longer 

has a Post Office box, and now receives mail at this location, EXCEPT for dues, which should be 

mailed to Donna Sapp, Membership Committee Chair) If you have an article or information that 

you would like to contribute to the Rock-A-Gram, please email it to peechikeene8@gmail.com  

with “FOR THE ROCK-A-GRAM “in the subject line, by the first Thursday of the month, between 

September and May. Thank you!  ~ Susan Biel, Editor   


